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I TROOPS EMBARKING 7

received permission to proceed to the front. We
propose to leave by the first post-boat, which will
probably be crowded with the British and Egyptian
troops now on their way up the river. All camels
and horses will be marched up the river bank.






























11 THE DERVISH FORCE 15

the front, which the commandant has just com-
municated to me, points this way. The Dervishes
are being reinforced at Suarda, about fifty miles
above Akasheh, and it is to be hoped that it is their
intention to give us battle there, instead of retiring
up the Nile, when we should have to fight with a
much-weakened force.




























































































































































v THE MAIL 63

Sudanese Regiment. Shortly after our arrival, at
about ten o'clock, the Egyptian company marched
up in excellent style, the men at the finish resuming
their usual springy stride as if all their fatigue had
vanished.

This morning Captain Mahmoud Bahgat, having
been relieved by the Egyptian company, will march
to Korosko with his Sudanese. I will therefore
close this letter and send it by him, reserving the
description of this very interesting place for another
letter.














































































































































































































































































































































































XIII CONSEQUENCES OF OUR RETREAT 173.

to cowardice, renewed their invasions, harassed our
frontiers, and for years made raids with impunity on
the Nile-side villages almost as far north as Assuan
itself. It appears that there are people in England
who would like our Government to repeat this
policy. Do they realize that as we retire the
Dervishes destroy the population and make deserts
behind us, and that, were we out of the country, the
Nile valley would at once be laid waste by the
savage Baggara for many hundreds of miles further
north than they have ever ventured yet? Were it
not for the British, the Khalifa, even now, tottering
though be his power, could undertake an invasion
of Egypt with every prospect of success.



















































190 DELIVERANCE AT HAND Xv

victory to the local populations, who received the
news with shouts of joy, reckless of what punishment
the Dervishes might inflict on them, for they felt
their delivery to be near. In one village he found
a party of forty Baggara who fled at his approach
without firing a shot, and escaped to the island of
Sherri.




























































208 THE REWARD OF HARD WORK XVI

sities of war presumably demand this, for we must
get up supplies, and all preparations for the advance
must be completed in good time. The men are
beginning to have a haggard look, and many are
evidently getting fagged out. But their patient
endurance under these hardships is beyond all
praise. Good troops do not shrink from hard work
so long as it leads to the reward of a stout fight with
the enemy at the end.





































































XVII FIGHT OR FLIGHT 231

most complete is that of the latter-day Mahdist who
has fallen away from the observance of his religious
duties, so that the sanctimonious epistles of the
Dervishes must not be taken too seriously. Whether
we shall find Wad Bishara effeminate, shorn of his
strength, and more inclined to take to flight with his
dancing girls than to give us a desperate battle, or
whether, when at bay, he will prove himself to be
the brave warrior and able leader he was but a few
years since, and offer a determined resistance, is a
problem that will be solved very soon; for our
preparations will be complete in about a week, and
our match on Dongola, when it does commence, will
be a rapid one.
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256 CORRESPONDENTS' RESTRICTIONS XX

Sirdar for permission to accompany forward move-
ments of the troops, reconnaissances, patrols, and so
forth, but this has on every occasion been refused.
Though Colonel Hunter, with two-thirds of the
infantry division, is now at Absarat, correspondents
are forbidden by the Sirdar to proceed to that place.
There may be excellent reasons, though they are
beyond my comprehension, for these unusual
restrictions ; but I feel bound to point out that if,
as may well happen, the only serious collision with
the Dervishes takes place before the correspondents
are permitted to join the force at the front, and if,
consequently, we cannot be there to chronicle what
occurs, the blame will not lie with us.
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300 THE PRICE OF PEACE XXIV

they conquer. So long as their numbers remain
considerable there will be no peace in the Sudan.
Each crushing defeat will hasten the end and liberate
enslaved populations. The annihilation of the
Baggara would restore peace and prosperity to a
vast region.






























310 FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE NEEDED XXV

from Suakin, could now march on Khartum with
every prospect of complete success. But the British
Government should render financial assistance to
Egypt, and the construction of the Korosko-Abu
Hamed railway should at once be undertaken.
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